Lewisville Project Featured in Article on Human Comfort
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Using Human Comfort
to Design a Landscape

To Air
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BY STEVEN SPEARS, RLA

magine a park with gerely mlling
hills, large trees, sooching breszes,
and a program for all ages. Imagine
children playing on a playground
surrounded by large shade tress or
iplishing in an interacive warer feature
while their parents and grandparenms
sit comfortably in the shade nearby
Imagine a family flying a kite or a
group playing a pick-up game of flag
factball it an apen lawn designed oo
funnel breezes. Imagine picnic mble

Components of
Human Comfort

strategically placed, allowing for people.
watching, dining, and sccializing, all
shekered from harsh weather.

Thiz park is grounded in dw hurnan
cornfort of a oypical summer day.

Human comfort describ=s the balance of
necessary dements in landsca pe design
char include:

# juri and shade

® expoaine and protection

# aridity and hurnidicy

® hear and oool

# winid and calm

Pecanss dve Texas naniral svvironemene
waries vasthy Frormn ssasomn to gemson, Thes
five componens ane crucial in considering
program, design, marerials, orientation,
and times of use for ourdoor spaces.

Unfomuanarsly, too many projscts ane
buik wirhour antici pating human
cormnfort in e design or implementation
process, This diluces e eroe valoe

thar landsca pe design and installation
can provide a project, neighborboed,

af communine. As a resle, curdaor
spaces that are slegantly designed and
implemented cannor be veed to their

4 Towrn Plaza will offer o varlety of amenities
that heip to create hinman camafert inclwding
large shads trees and water featuras

marn

fullest ineent, becavss chey lack the key
necessities like shade and air movement
to proted them from the interss Texas
sun. Everywhere you look, plazas,
parks, srrestscapei, residential gardens,
neighbarhoods, shopping centers, offics
parks, and campuses contain missed
opportunitics where human comfore
wis not appropriately corsidersd. This
affeces desirabilicy, wsabilicg, real-estate
valus, and salzs, and has & megative
impact on the natuwral spvironment.

Research & Design

The thres primany components thar
reduce kvels of human corafort in Texas
are wind, humidicy, and cemperature
{both ambient and radiant sarface,

also known as “heat island™). Summer
months typically wigger the need for
shade, breszes, and cool temperatores,
while the winter months typically require
sun and protection from wind and rain.

Each geographic region—from El Pasooa
Honexory, fromm Diallas to Brownswille—bas
uniquely different nesds. Landscapes in
rupal s=wings requirs different desigre chan
those inurban epvironmenrs. Existing site
conditons affec dee nesds as wdl, wich
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